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Letter from the Board

What does it take to create community change?  The ripple of change starts with 

just one:  One vision.  One informed individual.  One influencer.   

 

One inspires others, and WYSE women aspire to inspire.  WYSE impacts hundreds 

of young women and girls each year; each one, in turn, becomes a change agent in 

her respective personal, social, and civic communities.  Through WYSE, women 

and girls across the nation are equipped with the information, resources, and 

support necessary to make positive life choices and grow as leaders who create 

change.   

 

WYSE is fueled 100% by volunteer power, from our college branches to our 

national organization leadership.  These dedicated women aspire to inspire by 

helping girls build confidence to identify and constructively use their power, 

expanding WYSE's impact by empowering young women in communities across 

the US.   

 

 

 



Letter from the Board
Empowered women empower women; in 27 years of WYSE, we've seen mentees 

become mentors, mentors become directors, and directors become national 

board members — each eager to continue affecting positive change.   

 

So, how do we create community change?  One empowered woman at a time. 

 WYSE is women of all colors uniting for change and self-determination.  We 

continue to fortify a national network of like-minded WYSE women who have 

acquired the confidence, skills, and passion for leading and empowering others to 

do the same.  We honor our terrific volunteers who aspire to inspire our mentees 

and one another through WYSE. 

 

 

WYSElove, 

Melissa Pierce 

Chair, National Board of Directors 

 

 



Why WYSE?
Women and Youth Supporting Each Other (WYSE) is a national mentorship organization that 

provides adolescent girls in underserved communities with the information, resources, and 

support to make healthy decisions and create community change. With branches at twelve 

universities nationwide, WYSE focuses on empowering women and girls through group-based 

and one-on-one mentorship offered by college women volunteers, and employs a national 

curriculum to address critical issues from building self-awareness to exploring future options. 

In 2017, WYSE celebrated 25 years of service since our founding in 1992.



"IN JUNE, MY MENTEE MESSAGED ME 

THAT SHE WAS HER 8TH GRADE 

CLASS VALEDICTORIAN. SHE WOULD 

BE GIVING A SPEECH AT HER 

GRADUATION AND INVITED ME TO 

COME. THE MIDDLE SCHOOL SAID  

'BECAUSE YOU HAD A PART IN THIS 

8TH GRADE COHORT’S SUCCESSES, 

WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE YOU AT 

THE CULMINATION CEREMONY!'"  

CHANDRA INGRAM 
WYSE USC



"I WAS SO EXCITED SHE INVITED ME 

AND HAPPY TO SEE MY TWO 

MENTEES STEAL THE STAGE WITH 

ALL OF THEIR ACADEMIC AWARDS. 

SO MANY OF OUR WYSE GIRLS WERE 

HONOR STUDENTS AND AWARD 

WINNERS. MY MENTEE GAVE HER 

SPEECH IN SPANISH AND INCLUDED 

A SHOUTOUT TO WYSE, THANKING 

THE PROGRAM AND THE MENTORS 

FOR HELPING SHAPE HER INTO THE 

PERSON SHE IS TODAY." 

CHANDRA INGRAM 
WYSE USC



Our Branches
George Washington University | Marquette University | New York University | Occidental College | 

Stanford University | Tulane University | University  of Chicago | University of California, Berkeley | 

University of California, Irvine | University of California, Los Angeles | University of Southern California



Our Middle Schools
University Neighborhood Middle School | Langston Hughes Academy | PUC CALS |Mark Twain Middle School | 

Francisco Sepulveda Middle School | Camino Nuevo Charter Academy | VISTA Charter Middle School | Animo 

Jefferson Charter Middle School |Crown Preparatory Academy | Jefferson Middle School Academy | Sierra 

Preparatory Academy | John B. Drake Elementary | Lovonya DeJean Middle School | Barack Obama School of Career 

and Technical Education | Cesar Chavez Academy



Mission

T o  e m p o w e r  y o u n g  w o m e n  b y  

p r o v i d i n g  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  

s u p p o r t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  m a k e  

p o s i t i v e  l i f e  c h o i c e s  a n d  

c r e a t e  c o m m u n i t y  c h a n g e  

Vision

T o  c r e a t e  a  w o r l d  i n  w h i c h  a l l  

w o m e n  a r e  e m p o w e r e d  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  t h e i r  f u t u r e  a n d  

e f f e c t  c h a n g e



2018-19 Milestones
m e n t e e s  a n d  m e n t o r s  s e r v e d  b y  

W Y S E

y o u n g  w o m e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  

b r a n c h  l e a d e r s h i p

h o u r s  o f  v o l u n t e e r  t i m e

497

76
29,859

11
15

137

s e s s i o n s  d e s i g n e d  t o  e m p o w e r  

y o u n g  w o m e n198

W Y S E  b r a n c h e s  n a t i o n w i d e

m i d d l e  s c h o o l s  s e r v e d

s p e c i a l  e v e n t s ,  s u c h  a s  m o v i e  s c r e e n i n g s ,  
m u s e u m  v i s i t s ,  e m p o w e r m e n t  d a y ,  c o l l e g e  
c a m p u s  t o u r s ,  i c e  s k a t i n g ,  e x p r e s s  
y o u r s e l f  d a y  

Me t h o d o l o g y :    
T o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  m e n t e e s  a n d  m e n t o r s  a r e  t a k e n  f r o m  p o i n t - i n - t i m e  c o u n t s  a n d  l i k e l y  r e p r e s e n t  a n  u n d e r c o u n t  o f  t h e  n um b e r  o f  p r o g r a m  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  H o u r s  o f  v o l u n t e e r  t i m e  i s  
c a l c u l a t e d  f r o m  t h e  n um b e r s  o f  m e n t o r s  a n d  b r a n c h  d i r e c t o r s ;  h o u r s  o f  s e s s i o n  b y  b r a n c h ;  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r  v o l u n t e e r  t i m e ;  a n d  h o u r s  s p e n t  o n  t r a i n i n g  m e n t o r s .  



Outcomes

Mentees Mentors
I  f e e l  t h a t  W Y S E  i s  a  s a f e  

s p a c e  f o r  a l l  m e n t e e s .
I  w o u l d  r e c o m m e n d  b e i n g  a  

W Y S E  m e n t o r  t o  o t h e r  

y o u n g  w o m e n .

W Y S E  h e l p e d  m e  b e  

i n v o l v e d  i n  m y  c o m m u n i t y .

T r a i n i n g  p r o v i d e d  b y  W Y S E  

a d e q u a t e l y  p r e p a r e d  m e  t o  

b e  a  m e n t o r .

I  p l a n  t o  c o n t i n u e  m y  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  m y  

m e n t o r  a f t e r  W Y S E

W Y S E  h e l p e d  m e  b e  

c o n f i d e n t   i n  m y  a b i l i t y  t o  

m a k e  h e a l t h y  d e c i s i o n s  t o  

a c h i e v e  m y  g o a l s .

98%

96%

96%

W Y S E  h e l p e d  m e  b e  a b l e  t o  

t a k e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  s e x i s m ,  

r a c i s m ,  a n d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  96%

W Y S E  c u r r i c u l u m  

m a t e r i a l s  a r e  g o o d  o r  

e x c e l l e n t  q u a l i t y .

98%

92%

86%

95%

Me t h o d o l o g y :    
E n d - o f - y e a r  s u r v e y s  w e r e  a dm i n i s t e r e d  a t  a l l  W Y S E  b r a n c h e s  a n d  m i d d l e  s c h o o l s .  Q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  a s k e d  o n  a  f o u r - p o i n t  s c a l e  f r o m  1  ( " S t r o n g l y  D i s a g r e e " )  t o  4  ( " S t r o n g l y  A g r e e " ) .  
P e r c e n t a g e s  r e f l e c t  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  w h o  a n s w e r e d  3  o r  4  o n  t h e  s c a l e .    



Leadership Training
F o r  o v e r  a  d e c a d e ,  W Y S E  h a s  b e e n  h o s t i n g  o u r  f l a g s h i p  l e a d e r s h i p  p r o g r a m ,  

t h e  N a t i o n a l  L e a d e r s h i p  T r a i n i n g  C o n f e r e n c e  ( N L T C ) ,  f o r  o u r  b r a n c h  

d i r e c t o r s  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h i s  i s  a n  u n i q u e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  

l e a d e r s  o f  o u r  b r a n c h e s  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p  s k i l l s  a s  w e l l  a s  l e a r n  

b e s t  p r a c t i c e s  f r o m  s i s t e r  b r a n c h e s .  L a s t  y e a r ,  N L T C  2 0 1 8   w a s  h o s t e d  a t  

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  f r o m  J u l y  2 7  -  2 9 ,  2 0 1 8 .    



WYSE Week
W Y S E  b r a n c h e s  c e l e b r a t e d  W Y S E  W e e k  f r o m  A p r i l  8  -  1 2 ,  

2 0 1 9   w i t h  t h e  t h e m e  " A s p i r e  t o  I n s p i r e " .  

O u r  b r a n c h e s   p a r t i c i p a t e d  b y  h o s t i n g  W Y S E  W e e k  e v e n t s  w i t h  

m e n t o r s ,  m e n t e e s ,  o r  o n  c a m p u s  f o c u s i n g  o n  c o m m u n i t y  a c t i o n .  A l l  

w e e k  l o n g ,  s t o r i e s  w e r e  s h o r e d  o n  s o c i a l  m e d i a  a l l  a b o u t  

d i s c u s s i o n s  o n  w h a t  w e  e a c h  a s p i r e  t o  b e .  









Financial Overview
W h a t  d i d  o u r  f i n a n c e s  l o o k  l i k e  i n  2 0 1 8 ?  H e r e  i s  a n  o v e r v i e w  o f  t h e  

e x p e n s e s  a n d  i n c o m e  f o r  W Y S E ,  w i t h  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  y e a r s  p a s t .  

W Y S E  i s  1 0 0 %  v o l u n t e e r - r u n  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  w i t h  a l l  i n c o m e  g o i n g  

b a c k  i n t o  p r o g r a m m i n g ,  a d m i n ,  a n d  f u n d r a i s i n g  s u p p o r t .  



Expenses

Total expenses in 2018: $11,646.93

Programming 

47%

Fundraising 

2%

General & Admin 

51%
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Income

Grants 

20%

Donations 

68%

Other 

12%

Total income in 2018: $16,308.36
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Thank You, Donors!
W i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  o u r  d o n o r s ,  w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  h a v e  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  

s u c c e s s f u l  i n d i v i d u a l - g i v i n g  c a m p a i g n s  f o r  G i v i n g  T u e s d a y  2 0 1 8 .  

T h a n k  y o u  t o  o u r  g e n e r o u s  d o n o r s  a n d  W Y S E  f a m i l y  t h a t  c o n t i n u e  

t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  p r o g r a m s  a c r o s s  t h e  n a t i o n .

A n n a  &  D a n i e l  S h a w - A m o a h  

L l o y d    P i e r c e  

C a t i e  M u r p h y  

J o s h  C o h e n  

G a r r e t t  N a s t a r i n  

C h r i s t i n a  M o r r i s e t t  

A s h i s h  T y a g i  

H o l l y  C o h e n  

T i n a  E l m o r e  

K e l s e y  S c h r o e d e r  

M a d d i  B u k a t y  

L e s l i e  K u r t  

Y v o n n e  C h a o  

L a u r e n  G o r s k i  A l l e n  

S t e p h a n i e  K e n n e d y  

S t e p h a n i e  C h i n  

I l a n a  T a b b y  

C l a r e  E v e r t s  

 

J u d y  L u k  

N o a  E r v i n  

C a r l e n e  D a n z y  

M a u r e e n  G o r s k i  

T i t a  K a n j a n a p a s  

T i e r n a u r  A n d e r s o n  

C a l l a n  S h o w e r s  

M o r g a n  F e i s t  

A l l i e  B l u m  

M a r y  K a t e  S k a l i t z k y  

M a r i a h  C h e r n i s s  

C a l e b  M a r t i n  

L i n d a  L e u n g  

M a r i a n n e  M i l l e r  

C a r o l i n e  L a n f o r d  

A n n l e e  E l l i n g s o n  

M e l i s s a  V o g e l  

T i f f a n y  M i a o  

M a r c  L e c e r f  

L y n n e  S h a v e r  

S i d h u  

A n n a  A k e r s - P e c h t  

A l y s i a  R o d g e r s  

J u l i e  S h o w e r s  

A m y  B a r d  

L a u r a  A l l e n  

S h e r r y  L i  

C l o v e r  L e e  

L a u r a  S h a w  

R e m i  B e e k  

E r i n  D o n n e l l y  

A n n a  B o y l e  

M a d d i  B u k a t y  

B e t h  B l u m  

A u d r e y  O p p m a n  

M e g a n  L a m b e r t  

C h e l s e a  Y o s t  

K r i s t i n a  D u b o i s  

M a r i l y n  W a k e f i e l d  

M a r y  L i u  

S h i r l e y  B l o o m q u i s t  

S u z i e  R o b e r t s o n  

A l i s o n  U p t o n  L a p e z  

L e s s i e  M a c k e y  

G e l y n a  P r i c e  

M a r i n a  E l m o r e  

L e a h  G h o s t o n  

M e l i s s a  G h o s t o n  P i e r c e  

N a n c y  J e a n  G h o s t o n  

E l a i n e  P e p o n i s  

J o h n  P i e r c e  

A n g e l a  S i e g e l e  

C h r i s t i n a  M o r r i s e t t  

A l e x  S a l z b e r g  



Thank You, Community Support!

W Y S E  r e c e i v e d  i n - k i n d  s e r v i c e s ,  p r o - b o n o  w o r k ,  a n d  c o r p o r a t e  

d o n a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  c o m p a n i e s  i n  2 0 1 8 :  

 

 A p p l e  

 

A m a z o n S m i l e  

 

C a m p u s  C a t a l y s t  a t  U  C h i c a g o  

 

G r e e n l e a f  G o u r m e t  C h o p  S h o p  

 

J e w i s h  F o u n d a t i o n  o f  M e m p h i s  

 

T h e  N o r m a n  a n d  S a d i e  L e e  F o u n d a t i o n  

 

P u b l i c  C o u n s e l  

 

 

 



Connect with us

O F F I C E S

E M A I L  

i n f o @ W Y S E . o r g  

 

P H O N E  

+ 1  6 0 5  9 5 6  2 1 9 5  

 

W E B S I T E  

w w w . W Y S E . o r g

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4741556
https://www.facebook.com/WYSEmentoring
https://www.instagram.com/wyse_mentoring/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIYzF_ayHxS_pL4rfcJGxIA
https://twitter.com/wysementoring


Thank You!


